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RACING APPEALS TRIBUNAL 

 

RAT 3/2021 

 

DATE OF HEARING: THURSDAY 27 MAY 2021 

 

TRIBUNAL:  PRESIDENT:   MR T ANDERSON, QC 

   ASSESSOR:    MR G PRETTY 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

DEPUTY CHAIR OF STEWARDS, RACING SA LTD: 

MR M SANTORO 

 
   APPELLANT:   MS S METCALFE 

 

 

IN THE MATTER of an Appeal by MS STACEY METCALFE against a decision of Racing SA 
Ltd Stewards. 

 

BREACH OF RULE:  AR 131(b) 
 
A rider must not, in the opinion of the Stewards: 
 
(b) fail to ride his or her horse out to the end of the race and/or approaching the end of the 
race; 

 
PENALTY:   SUSPENSION OF LICENCE TO RIDE FOR 2 MONTHS 

 

DETERMINATION 

Ms Stacey Metcalfe is an apprentice jockey who was suspended by the Racing SA Stewards for 
a period of two calendar months, after she pleaded guilty to a charge under AR.131(b) in failing 
to ride out the mare Exalted Maxine with acceptable vigour in a 1400-metre race at Murray 
Bridge on Wednesday, 5 May 2021. 
 
The horse was narrowly beaten at the winning post. 
 
Ms Metcalfe has appealed against the severity of her sentence. 
 
She was represented in the appeal by Mr Paul O’Sullivan, a lawyer from New South Wales. 
 
The vision of the race shows Exalted Maxine run quickly to the lead just after the start. 
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The horse established a big lead turning into the straight and appeared to be a likely winner.  
The horse still had what appeared to be a comfortable lead passing the 200-metre mark and 
again at about the 100-metre mark. 
 
It appears from the vision that at about the 100-metre mark, Ms Metcalfe stopped riding her 
mount, thinking that she had an insurmountable lead. 
 
She said to the Stewards at the Inquiry that she thought she was well and truly clear and that no 
one was going to catch her.  She then said, “I just stood up and slapped her on the shoulder.” 
 
When she realised another horse was coming up on her outside, she began to attempt to ride 
the horse out, but it was too late.  The official margin was 0.1 lengths. 
 
AR.131(b) states that a rider must not, in the opinion of the Stewards, fail to ride his or her horse 
out to the end of the race and/or approaching the end of the race. 
 
Sensibly, Ms Metcalfe pleaded guilty. 
 
The Stewards expressed the view that it was an error of judgment by Ms Metcalfe.  They did not 
suggest any sinister motive for her failure to ride the horse out. 
 
Ms Metcalfe has a good riding record but does have another conviction for the same offence on 
3 November 2020 for failing to ride her mount to the finish at Randwick.  That horse finished 
fifth. 
 
Ms Metcalfe is 33 years old and has been licensed to ride in races since 2015.  She is near the 
end of her apprenticeship and is an experienced rider, mainly in New South Wales. 
 
The Stewards took into account the following: 
 
 (1)  The horse was beaten by 0.1 lengths; 
 (2)  The horse lost because of Ms Metcalfe’s decision to stop riding; 
 (3)  Penalties in other jurisdictions as well as in South Australia; 
 (4)  The fact that she was an apprentice; 
 (5)  Her plea of guilty, and; 
 (6)  Her forthrightness and remorse. 
 
The Stewards started their consideration with a suspension of three months but reduced that to 
two months because of these factors. 
 
Ms Metcalfe has served part of her suspension, which began at midnight on 12 May 2021.  It 
expires at midnight on 12 July 2021. 
 
Mr O’Sullivan argued on behalf of Ms Metcalfe that the penalty was manifestly excessive.  He 
produced a range of penalties from personal incident reports over the last few years. 
 
He referred, in particular to, three interstate decisions and asked the Tribunal to take them into 
account. 
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The first was the matter of Jennings, which was a case at Newcastle, New South Wales.  The 
second was the case of Bowman at Randwick, New South Wales, and the third was a case of 
Riordan at Donald in Victoria. 
 
I have said several times over the years that interstate comparisons do not help for a number of 
reasons and, in particular, because the suspensions, when handed out, mean a lot more in 
some States than in others.  In South Australia a jockey can ride in three meetings a week, 
whereas in Victoria a jockey can ride in nine meetings a week. 
 
The matter of Bowman illustrates this point. He was only suspended for 13 days but in that time 
he missed 4 Group 1 rides. 
 
Nevertheless, I have taken these matters into account, as well as the matters referred to me by 
Mr Santoro on behalf of the Stewards in relation to the South Australian decisions. 
 
Mr Santoro produced a written summary of South Australia suspensions for this offence since 
1995. The lowest penalty was 7 metropolitan meetings and the largest 3 calendar months.  Two 
others were two calendar months, and one was for 7 weeks. 
 
I have also taken into account the personal circumstances of Ms Metcalfe and in particular that 
she is concerned that she will be without any income for the transition period between the end 
of her apprenticeship on 18 June and the suspension termination date of 12 July 2021. 
 
This was a very clear case of an error of judgment by Ms Metcalfe.  She admits this to be so. 
 
Failing to ride a horse out is a serious offence.  It impacts on owners and the punters alike.  It 
cost this owner first prizemoney.  It is also a very bad look for the industry and can tend to give 
the industry a bad name. 
 
Taking everything into account, it is my view that the three-month starting point used by the 
Stewards to consider penalty was just outside of what I would regard as a reasonable range.  I 
think that the appropriate starting point should have been nine weeks. 
 
I agree with the reasoning of the Stewards in reducing the penalty by a third for all the factors 
that they mentioned.  I will use the same discount, therefore reducing the nine weeks to six 
weeks. 
 
The decision, therefore, is that the appeal is allowed.  The Tribunal substitutes a suspension of 
six weeks, terminating at midnight on 23 June 2021. 
 
I order the refund of the applicable portion of the bond. 


